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(A, B, C) ranged between 12 to 32, 44 to 92, 52 to 92 % respectively with average values
of 20, 65and 66 % respectively.

Statistical analysis showed a correlation between total mold countsin fresh red pepper
samples and mold filaments counts in processed harisa samples produced from these
batches of fresh red pepper in the three factories, the correlation values obtained wasr =
0.80 . Percentage of positive fields of mold filaments in canned processed harisa samples
collected from local markets (D, E, F, G, H and |) were 32, 51, 49, 32, 49 and 71 %
respectively. When the results of mold filaments counts from all processed harisa samples
(A, B, C,D, E F G, Hand ) were tested for complying with the median of minimum
values, maximum values and the median of average values of these results. It was found
that 49 % which is the median for the averages of mold filaments in all samples tested is
the proper value to be adopted from practical point of view since 58 % of the sampleswere
in compliance with this figure.. According to these results, we propose that 49 % as the
best maximum limit that could be adopted for mold filaments in processed harisa based on
Howard mold count method.

Key words: Red pepper, Processed harisa, Mold filaments, Mold count.
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